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Español 

This Spanish class is designed to help students at the beginning/intermediate level.  We will focus on listening, reading, writing and speaking.  In addition to learning the language we will also study the culture where Spanish is spoken.  This class will be conducted in both English and Spanish.  It is my goal to speak as much Spanish as possible so that students become accustomed to the target language (Spanish).  Homework will be given on a daily basis and projects will be used to assess the students periodically as well as tests.  

As an International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program (IBMYP) school, Guajome Park Academy expects all students to become global citizens.  Communication in a foreign language helps students become a part of the global community.

International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme

Areas of Interaction- Five perspectives known as the areas of interaction are at the core of the Middle Years Programme (MYP).  They are: approaches to learning, community and service, health and social education, environment, and human ingenuity.  These pervade and recur throughout the fives years of the MYP.  The areas of interaction are not directly assessed nor awarded individual grades, since they are themes rather than subjects.  
Grades 

The academic grades of all students will be calculated in the following manner:
· Criteria A & B (Speaking) – 15%

· Criteria C & D (Writing) – 15%

· Criterion E (Reading) – 5%

· Approaches to Learning – 20% (includes timeliness of projects; homework)
· Engagement and Participation – 25% (includes in class participation; classwork; notes checks)
· Tests and Quizzes – 20%

This grade will then be converted in the following manner:
A = 90-100%

D = 60-69%

B = 80-89%

F = 59% or lower

C = 70-79%

Your grades will be accessible via ABI Parent Portal.  Both students and parents will have access to their current updated grades at all times.  Please check it periodically for grade updates and for any errors.
Projects- Criteria A,B,C,D,E- 35%
Periodically students will be expected to create a project demonstrating their proficiency in the target language.  These projects may include all criteria A-E or only certain portions of criteria A-E.  At the end of the school year students will be expected to create a portfolio demonstrating everything they have learned throughout the year.  It is important for students to save all work so they can demonstrate it at the end of the year.  

Approaches to Learning- 20%

1. Tarea (Homework)
Homework will be assigned occasionally and collected/checked periodically.  When homework is completed on time you will receive full credit, if it is complete.  If homework is not completed on the due date, it is still possible to receive partial credit (20% less every class day it is late).  Homework assignments will usually be worth between five and 10 points.  If you are absent it is your responsibility to come to me the next class with the homework assignment so you can receive full credit (excused absences only).    
2. Calentamientos (Warm-ups)

Occasionally at the beginning of class students will complete a warm-up activity.  This activity is designed as a review of the previous day’s topic/lesson.  These calentamientos will be collected at the end of every chapter.  Each calentamiento will be worth three points.  Students that are absent are responsible for turning in their calentamientos the very next class or checking the website for past calentamientos.
.  
Engagement and Participation- 25% 
1. Participación (Participation) 

Participation will be recorded by me during class.  You will receive participation points randomly for being on task and/or speaking Spanish.  You will receive participation points for volunteering and asking appropriate questions.  Your participation grade will be assessed every six weeks.  At the end of every six weeks you will be told how many points you received or you can check your grades online.
2.  Apuntes (Notes)
In class we will periodically take notes on grammatical concepts.  Students are expected to take notes and keep them in their notebooks.  Students that miss class notes are responsible for getting them from a classmate.  There will be periodical note checks to ensure students are completing notes as well as maintaining them in their notebooks

3. Trabajo de clase (classwork)

Student s will occasionally complete classwork in class. We will review classwork in class to ensure accuracy.  If students do not complete their classwork, they are responsible for completing it on their own at a later date.  Students are to keep these classwork activities until they are collected and spot checked.  
Tests/Quizzes- 20%
Tests and quizzes will be given periodically to monitor and assess students’ progress.  These tests may range from true/false, multiple choice, fill-in the blank, and short answers.  
In addition to tests and quizzes, there will be homework quizzes.  Homework quizzes are designed to keep students accountable while reviewing/correcting homework assignments.  Within one week of reviewing/correcting a homework assignment, I will spot check specific parts/questions on the homework assignment.  As long as students are correcting their mistakes as we review homework in class they should receive 100% on all homework quizzes.  

If a student is absent they can call their "compañero,-a de clase" to find out what they missed in class or to clarify any questions they may have about any work assigned.  They may also check the class website at www.guajome.net  (Click on “Staff” and then “Haider, Kurt”).  Students may also e-mail questions to me at: haiderku@guajome.net.   E-mail can be especially useful if there is an extended absence.  
Asistencia (Attendance)

Attendance is necessary to learn a foreign language.  By not attending class, the student misses the opportunity to speak Spanish, to earn participation points, and to learn new material.  

· Any homework, in class assignment, quiz, or project missed during an excused absence must be made up.  You will have one week to turn in any missed work.  Only under special circumstances will you be allowed more time (serious illness, family emergency).  It is your responsibility to find out what you missed in class.  Ask a friend/neighbor, check my website for files/handouts, or if all else fails… see me!  

· Students may arrange a time with me during lunch or before and after school to make up any quiz.  This is also an ideal time for students to catch up on any material missed, or to receive extra help when necessary. Students have one week from the time they return to class to make-up any test or quiz.  

Classroom Expectations
The classroom expectations are based on the approaches to learning of the International Baccalaureate program.  Students must:

· Attend class punctually, equipped, and ready to work.

· Maintain respect for working environment, work cooperatively, and share ideas willingly with others.

· Work independently and be able to concentrate.

· Organize time and materials effectively and complete assignments on time.

· Seek help when necessary.

· Demonstrate effort and strive to produce quality work.

· Listen actively and appropriately, and follow verbal and written instructions.

Materials

· Lined paper

· Writing utensils (pens preferred)

· Red pen; colored pencils; highlighters
· At least two sections in your binder (Trabajo de clase (TdC)/Calentamientos/; and  Homework/Notes/Resources)

· 3x5 index cards for vocabulary flashcards (you may cut them in half to save cards)
Students and parents, please note: After school tutoring is available with me every Tuesday from 3:05 to 4:00 in room 3102.  Students can also arrange appointments with me if they cannot attend Tuesday.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to get homework done, study for tests, work on projects, or simply receive additional help!

Instructions: Please sign and date this sheet and give it to Mr. Haider by the due date.  

Due date: Thursday, August 19th  
For the student,

I read carefully and accept the explained terms. I understand that if I do not abide by the specified terms, my academic and citizenship grades will be affected.  

Student’s name: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Student’s signature: ___________________________________ Date: ___________________________
Parent’s/guardian’s name: _______________________________________________________________
Parent’s/guardian’s signature: ___________________________ Date: ____________________________
Parent phone: _________________________________________________________________________
Parent E-mail:_________________________________________________________________________
Questions/Comments:___________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
