Schmidt Personal Project 2009-10


Milestone Checkpoints for Personal Project 2009-10
Your Advisory teachers, who are serving as your Personal Project supervisors, will be checking off your progress with Personal Project according to the schedule below.  The dates below represent the range of time that your advisor will be checking each item.  Do not make your advisor wait until the last possible date, because if everyone does that your advisor will never be able to check you in a timely way.  

Aug. 25-Sept 15:   

Student has selected Personal Project topic after first researching to see if topic is feasible (meaning student can show the need for this project, student can show how a quality project can be accomplished given the amount of time, costs/process considered, etc.). **

___   Student is able to show evidence of research notes and sources used to select topic.  

___  Student is able to show evidence that he or she has considered aspects such as cost, amount of time to complete project, how to get materials, whether or not this is a topic they really have interest in, etc.**

___   Student is able to write out and show a working   goal statement that 

· Identifies the project topic

· Identifies the form of project

· Identifies purpose of project topic 

· Identifies and tells Area of Interaction focus of project 
___ Student is able to identify and show 4 to 8 questions he/she wants to address in the process of working on project.

Example of a working goal statement:  
The goal of my personal project is to create a mural depicting the issue of homelessness in the Vista community.  My project is focused around Community and Service because I hope to display my mural in a public place so that people will be made aware of this issue in our city.  My project will also show Human Ingenuity because I hope my creativity and design will inspire the community to take action about this issue.  Human Ingenuity is also involved because I will need to review my old painting techniques from Ms. Premo’s class and read up on any other painting techniques that are best to use for murals, etc.  

Example of Questions student wants to answer through the project:

· What services are available to the homeless in our community?

· What would be the best objects/scenes   to show in my mural design if my goal is to inspire people to see the problem of homelessness?
· How big should my mural be?  How much will it cost?  Can I get items donated?  How?

**Note:  Student must show research (to advisor) that led to topic choice.  Research evidence can be shown through notes in journal, highlighted photocopies of article, and notes from personal interviews, etc.  Student must document sources MLA format.  At this point in time, student may choose to write by hand or type working goal statement.   Remember that a majority of students were introduced to this process back in May, 2008. 

Sept 22-Oct. 6:   
____   Student has refined his/her goal statement so that it is more clearly and specifically focused. Student shows this written evidence to advisor.

Example of more refined goal statement:

Homelessness is a problem for many cities in the United States, and Vista is no exception. (statistic could be cited) Although we may see homeless people walking along our streets, we often become oblivious to their presence.  They just blend in with the surroundings.  I would like to do something to bring the problem to the forefront, so that those of us who are not homeless will think about this issue.  Since I most like to express myself through art, I have chosen to create a 4 x 5 foot mural that will depict the homeless community within the larger community of Vista.  My hope is to instill compassion and empathy in the people who will see my mural, and perhaps inspire them to volunteer or do some action to help alleviate this problem.  
Oct 13-Oct 27
____   Student has presented a timeline or work plan that includes steps he will take to get project form accomplished, estimated amount of time he will spend on each step, etc.   Student needs to keep in mind that a written statement (the process paper that goes with Personal Project) will also need to be completed as part of Personal Project. 

Nov 3-Nov 17:

____  Student  shows complete Bibliography  to Advisor.  Bibliography is done in proper MLA format.  Student is able to identify what she used some of the sources for by showing evidence in research notes.  Students may continue to access information and add to bibliography as they continue working on Personal Project.

____  Student shows advisor first draft of the Introduction Section of Written Statement. Advisor will scan to see that all requirements are addressed

· Introduction Section 

· Identify and define the project topic.  Explain the goal of the project in a direct/explicit way. Tell what form the project will take. Relate the explicit/direct focus on the chosen Area of Interaction (AOI). 

· Identify some of the questions you will answer through your project

· Explain how you intend to achieve your project goal by discussing your work plan or timeline

Dec. 1- Dec 15:  

Catch up time.  Any milestones not yet checked can be done at this time. Students are encouraged to work on project during Winter break.

Jan 12-19, 2009

Review needs for project.  Where are you at in the process?

Jan. 26-Feb 2
____ Student shows advisor evidence of project form completion to date such as photo of work in progress, or a portion of the actual project form.
Feb 2-Feb. 23
____  Student shows Advisor refined Introduction Section of written statement AND first draft of Description and Analysis Section

Description  and Analysis Section: 

· Fully describe the process of creating and completing the project including resources used, research citations and production steps.   BE DESCRIPTIVE.  
· Interweave AOI focus and applications as they apply.   
Feb. 10-20

At this point, 10th grade English teacher will set aside a portion of class time for students to peer edit and discuss written statements. These are coaching sessions; personal project is not taught as a subject. A large focus will be on reminding students to cite sources in text and on bibliography.    Advisor will continue to encourage and check students as needed.
Feb 24-27
______ Students show Advisor Conclusion and Appendix items
Advisors will continue to encourage and check students for completion.  Students will receive oral presentation information and can practice.  

March 3:  Personal Project Due Date.  Student will bring process journal, completed project form, and written statement to school.  Turn in time will be before 8:00 a.m., and place will be announced closer to the date.

March 8:  No School for students.  Teachers will be grading projects. 

March 9:  

Students scheduled to receive graded project back during Advisory.

March 17 and 18:  Students will give oral presentation of project during school day.  9th grade students will view as an orientation to Personal Project.  

March 17- April 30:  Students who need to revise projects for a passing grade should do so, and turn in revised project and/or written statement by April 14. 

NOTE:  Students who are candidates for the official IBMYP Certificate must leave their projects and written statements here at school before they leave for Spring Break!  This is because we must send in samples to the International Baccalaureate.  

May 1
Stakeholder Day.  Students are encouraged to share Personal Projects.  More information to be announced in April.

