Schmidt Personal Project 2009-2010

“Personal Project is Graded; Now What?”

How to interpret your score:

	Total Points
	Guajome Park Letter Grade
	IBMYP Numerical Grade (for certificate candidates)

	27-28
	A+
	“7”

	25-26
	A
	“7”

	22-24
	A-
	“6”

	20-21
	B/B+
	“5”

	18-19
	B-/B
	“5” (through score 17)

	16-17
	C/C+
	“4”

	15-14
	C
	“4”

	12-13
	C-
	“3”


You must have a total of 12 point overall to pass your Personal Project.

You may not have a “0” in any criterion.  If you do, you must upgrade or revise for that criterion.

HOW TO REVISE or UPGRADE
1. First, read the rubric AND the comments made by the grading teachers.  The teachers spend a lot of time grading, and they have (in most cases) provided many helpful comments to assist you in upgrading.

2. If you need to revise or upgrade for Criteria B or D, you MUST do that in writing.

· For Criterion B upgrades:  Most likely you did not make reference to any of your research sources within your Written Statement; or if you did, it was very little.  You must read through your Written Statement. In the appropriate spots in your Process and Analysis sections you will need to quote or paraphrase sources that you used and explain how/why you used them.  You may also have to include these references in another section of your statement, depending on what teacher may have suggested.

· You must use MLA style parenthetical citation within your Written Statement just like you do for your English and other subject papers.

· After you have included your research sources and explained in your written statement, those research sources MUST be present on your WORK CITED Page.  Any source that you quote or paraphrase in your Written Statement must be on the Work Cited Page.  Do not put any other sources on your WORK CITED Page, except those you talk about in your Written Statement.

· Follow correct MLA format for your WORK CITED Page.  Easybib.com is a helpful resource for this.

· For Criterion D upgrade:  Most likely you did not format your Written Statement correctly.  Make sure you have title page; page numbering on each page after the table of contents; table of contents; Introduction Section; Process Section; Analysis Section; Conclusion Section.   Your paper needs to be in 12-size font with 1-inch margins all around.

· If the teacher commented that you need to edit your paper for punctuation, paragraphing, etc. then you must do that, and make the corrections.

3.   If you need to revise or upgrade for Criteria A, C, D, or F, you MAY be able to earn a point or     two with your oral presentation, but that is not a guarantee.  Here is what you should do:

 Read all the comments teachers gave you.  If you read that you MISSED a key part of the           criterion A, C, D, or F, then, during your oral presentation, make a big effort to show the teachers in the presentation room that you have fixed the problem.  Here are some tips, depending on what you missed the mark on:


For Criterion A:  Planning and Development (Intro Section)
· Be very specific and clear on what your goal was

· Be very specific and clear about the Area of Interaction you chose to be the center of your project. (Why, How)

· Be very specific about your timeline or outline to complete the project; show it if you must.


For Criterion C:  Choice and Application of Techniques (Process Section)
· Be very specific and precise about the methods you chose to get your end product done.  Point out how the method was applied to your end product. (I really mean…point to it on your end product or read it, etc)

· Be very specific and precise about any research sources you used to get your end product done.  However, mention only the really relevant sources

· Explain why you chose one method or technique over some other method.

For Criterion D: Analysis of Information (Analysis Section)
· Be very specific and personal in identifying and explaining your inspiration to get this end product accomplished.  Who or What inspired you?  Why or How?

· Be very specific about why you made certain decisions and how making the decisions may have affected you.  Consider research sources that influenced you and why.

· Be very clear and specific about how your chosen Area of Interaction influenced your decisions.  Try making a personal connection to the AOI chosen.

For Criterion F: Analysis of Process and Outcome (Conclusion Section)
· Be very specific in reflecting on how well you achieved your goal.  If your goal is different from your final end product, you need to clearly explain why.

· Be very specific and reflective about the strengths and weaknesses of the project.

· Be very specific and give examples of how the project was going at different stages of the process

· Be very specific about any new perspectives or opinions you now have as a result of this project.  What did you learn?

4.  ONCE you have completed any written revisions, you must turn in your NEW, REVISED Written Statement (and project end product if that applies), WITH your original Written Statement (and REVISED project end product if that applies), along with your original score sheet.  You will turn this in to Mrs. Schmidt directly in Room 3114 during any WEDNESDAY or THURSDAY during Advisory starting the week of March 22. The absolute deadline for upgrades is Thursday, April 22. You may also turn it in to Mrs. Paliotti in her office if you cannot find Mrs. Schmidt.  Make sure that ONE of us takes your items; do not leave it in our box.

ORAL PRESENTATION PREP
1. There are three reasons we have you present your Personal Project.

a. Reason 1:  You cannot pass personal project without presenting, regardless of the score you receive on your project. The presentation is REQUIRED to pass!

b. Reason 2: It may help you raise one grade point in Criterion A, C, D, and/or F.  This could potentially raise your letter grade.  For some people, it will allow them to pass their Personal Project without having to do any writing at all. 

c. Reason 3:  This is the only presentation you will be doing this semester; there will be no end of semester presentations for sophomores. This presentation goes into your advisory grade for the spring semester.
2. You already have an outline for your oral presentation, and that is your Written Statement.  You do not read your Written Statement, but you take out key pieces of information to share which I have outlined at the end of this section.

3. Your entire oral presentation should not last longer than 15 minutes!  Try to aim for 8-10 minutes max.  As long as you address all important aspects of the project according to the following outline, that is more important than the amount of time you are presenting. Teachers will be asked to bring their laptops, but I cannot guarantee each room will have set up for overhead projection.

4. Please realize that teachers in the room will not be able to give you your new score.  They will not have time.  But you will have that information either the next day or on Tuesday, when you return to advisory.  

5. Please dress neatly.  Neatly means nicer clothes that are clean and unwrinkled.   Follow the dress code.  Guys:  Nice jeans or nice pants, unwrinkled shirt that does not have any sayings or pictures on it, closed in shoes instead of flip flop sandals recommended.  Comb your hair.  Girls:  Nice pants and top, skirts and dresses that follow the dress code are fine.  Avoid flip flop type sandals.  Comb hair.  If you look neat and presentable, you will feel more confident and look more confident!  Take presentation seriously.   It is not meant to be a joke.  

Suggested Presentation Outline

I. Introduce yourself.  Have your project displayed.  

a. Give the goal of your project and what you hoped to achieve.

b. Identify the Area of Interaction chosen and how you hoped to apply it and learn from it.

c. Explain briefly how your timeline helped you accomplish goal.

II. Process 

a. Show your project and point out aspects as you describe 

i. Choose the most important techniques and methods used to get end product done

1. Briefly explain why you chose to use a certain method or technique (you can explain more than one method or technique)

2. Briefly explain main research sources used and how you applied what they suggested.

3. If you want to demonstrate, read from, show a clip, etc. of your final end product, you may do so.  (YOU MUST STAY WITHIN TIME LIMITS, THOUGH)

III. Analysis

a. For this portion, stick mainly to explaining what or who inspired you and how.  How important was this inspiration to achieving your goal?

b. Explain how your chosen AOI guided you in decision-making, or how it in any way inspired you.  

IV. Reflection and Conclusion

a. Did you achieve your desired goal?  If yes, how well?  If not, why not?  Be honest!

b. What did you find most challenging at different stages of the project?  What was strong?

i. Is there anything you should or would change if you did the same project? Identify and explain.

c. Has this project led you to have a new perspective on the topic, or the AOI, etc?  What is that new perspective? What did you learn?

Say thank you when done!  
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