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English 9

To Kill A Mockingbird

Study Questions 
Study Questions Chapter 11
1. Why do Jem and Scout hate Mrs. Dubose at first? 

2. What does apoplectic mean? 

3. What is Atticus’s advice to Jem when Mrs. Dubose angers him? 

4. Atticus has a special way of greeting Mrs. Dubose which pleases her. Describe the greeting. 

5. What things does Atticus require Jem to do to make amends for his rage? 

6. What does Atticus say is the one thing that “doesn’t abide by majority rule”? 

7. Why do you think Atticus brings Scout two yellow pencils and Jem a football magazine after their first session with Mrs. Dubose? 

8. Why is Mrs. Dubose lengthening the sessions each time? 

9. What is Mrs. Dubose battling? 

10. What does Mrs. Dubose give Jem before she dies?
Study Questions Chapter 12
1. What change does Calpurnia make in the way she addresses 12-year-old Jem? 

2. What does Calpurnia permit Scout to do that she had not permitted before? 

3. What does the political cartoon of Atticus chained to a desk and wearing short pants mean to Jem? 

4. Why should one not tell all one knows—according to Calpurnia? 

5. Why are hymnals not used in the First Purchase A.M.E. Zion Church? 

6. How is Zeebo related to Calpurnia? 

7. Scout says she is confronted with the Impurity of Women doctrine in the First Purchase Church. What is the doctrine? 

8. How does Calpurnia say that people can be changed? 

9. Calpurnia says that “Colored folks don’t show their ages so fast.” What does Jem decide is the reason for this? 

10. How is Tom’s wife Helen treated after Tom’s accusation?

