Course Description Template

For new courses being submitted to UC for “a-f/g” certification

The attached “Course Description Template” was created in response to (and with feedback from) high school educators around the State.  Our hope is that it will guide high school teachers and administrators in developing course descriptions that fully describe the content of courses that are submitted for “a-f/g” approval.  (Note: This template can also be used for courses submitted to meet the new Visual & Performing Arts requirement).  By having complete course information, UC course reviewers can more accurately judge whether the course meets the requirements and can more easily provide useful feedback if the course does not meet criteria.

When to use this template…

You should use this template whenever you are submitting a new course for approval, especially if it is an innovative, non-traditional course.

When NOT to use this template…

1. Course descriptions are not necessary for Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses, as the curriculum is more or less standard.

2. Only a “technical update”, not a new course description is needed if you are changing…

· A course title

· Number of units

· Length of course

· Prerequisites or Co-requisites

A “Technical Update Form” is included in this packet.

3. No new course description (or any documentation) is needed if you are changing…

· Texts or other instructional materials

· Instructional/teaching strategies

· Assessment methods or tools

This Course Description Template will be available on the Internet by fall 2000.  In the meantime, if you would like an electronic version of this template or the “Technical Update Form”, place an e-mail request to AFSubjects@hotmail.com .

Course Description Template

For new courses being submitted to UC for “a-f/g” certification
(Note: This template can also be used for submission of courses for the new Visual & Performing Arts requirement.)

	Course Title

IB Drama
	Department or Discipline

· History/Social Studies          

· English/Language Arts 

· Mathematics                          

· Laboratory Science

· Language other than English

· Visual & Performing Arts (for 2003)

· College Preparatory Elective:

               Subject Area: _________________________                 

	School

Guajome Park Academy
	

	District

Vista Unified School District
	

	City

Vista, California 92008
	

	Name of School Contact Person

Paul Canaletti

Title/Position

Drama Teacher

Contact Information

     Phone: (760) 722-4631
     Fax:

     E-mail:  canalettipa@guajome.net
	Grade Level(s) for which course is intended

9-12 Grade

	
	Length of Course

 Semester             Year               Other

	
	Unit Value

· 0.5 (half year equivalent)          

· 1.0 (one year equivalent) 

· 2.0 (two year equivalent)                          

· Other: _______________________________

	Date of School Board Approval


	Seeking “Honors” distinction?

 Yes                      No

	Was this course previously approved by UC?                                         

 Yes                      No

        If so, in what year? ________   Under what course title? ________________________________________​__

	Pre-Requisites 

Drama 1: Introduction To Theater

Drama 2: Acting Fundamentals



	Co-Requisites 



	Brief Course Description

The Group 6, Arts and Electives component to the International Baccaluareate Diploma Programme.  The aim of the class is to help students understand the nature of theater, to understand it by studying it and by making it.  There is a primary focus on other cultures and world theater.  The class takes a look ath theater from an analytical and directorial point of view.  The class focuses on four major components: Performance Skills, World Theater, Play Analysis, and Theater Production.




The following sections are optional.  Particularly for innovative courses, knowing the context for a new course helps UC course reviewers understand the value of the course in the broader scheme of school reform.  Similarly, in order to increase consistency in the course approval process, it helps to know some of the history of course development.

	Context for Course (optional).  

How does this course fit into broader departmental and/or pathway structure?  How does it fit into the overall school restructuring plans?  Is the course intended to be a core course or supplemental?  What are the student/school/community needs met by this course?



	History of Course Development (optional).  

Who was involved in the course development? Did you consult with UC Admissions personnel or UC professors?  If so, what was the nature of such consultation and what was the result?  Was this course modeled after another course at another school?  If so, is that course UC approved?  How does the course being submitted differ from the course after which it was modeled?  Has this course received any special recognitions, designations or awards?  Has it been articulated to local community colleges or universities?




COURSE CONTENT.   

Directions: Using any format that meets your needs, please include the following course content information.  Examples and notes are provided below.  Complete sample course descriptions will be posted on the Internet beginning fall 2000.

A. Course goals and/or major student outcomes – approximately 3-5 broad goals
Example:  Demonstrate ability to solve problems and think critically by effectively completing challenging group and individual projects and assignments.

B. Course objectives – specific student learning objectives
Example:  Students will prepare written research reports showing his/her ability to apply the scientific method to solutions of problems.
OPTIONAL – Standards – If you choose, you may also list appropriate academic content standards alongside each objective.

Example:

	Objectives
	Standards (optional)

	1. Students will prepare written research reports showing his/her ability to apply the scientific method to solutions of problems.
	Language Arts Gr.11/12, Writing 1.3, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8

1999 Science Draft Standards Gr. .9-12, Investigation & Experimentation 1d, 1f, 1k, 1l


C. Course outline – A traditional course outline listing all topics and sub-topics, indicating both breadth and depth of coverage.

OPTIONAL – Key Activities / Assignments – If you choose, you may list key activities and/or assignment alongside each topic, unit or theme.
Example:

	Topics / Units / Themes
	Key Activities / Assignments (optional)

	Kinetic theory of matter

· Gases

· The Ideal Gas Law
· Pressure
· Boyle’s Law
· Charles’ Law
· Bernouloi’s Principle
· Avogrado’s Law
	Egg in bottle laboratory & write-up

The diameter of a molecule laboratory & write-up

Airplane contest

Kite contest




D. Texts & supplemental instructional materials 

Notes:

1. First list district-adopted core textbooks and core literature lists

2. Follow with other readings, articles, reports, etc., indicating if materials will be used in part or in their entirety

E. Instructional methods and/or strategies – A general description of instructional methods including lecture, group work, readings, lab work, project-based learning, service-learning, library research, internet research, interviewing, videos, audiotapes, CD Rom, etc.
Notes:

1. First list primary instructional methods/strategies

2. Follow with other strategies

F. Assessment methods and/or tools – A description of assessment methods, including exams, quizzes, papers, assignments, projects, participation, attendance, etc.  

Notes: 

1. Include information on final exams/projects. 

2. Indicate the approximate percentage for which each type of assessment will count.

G. Assessment criteria – Indicate what criteria are used to assess student work.  For example, has the school or department developed rubrics that define quality work?  Until the State has published its Academic Performance Standards, what is being used to define quality?
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