8TH GRADE CURRICULUM

ENGLISH

MRS. DUFFY

AUGUST

·  Grammar skills

· Independent reading program—800 pages per semester

· Journal writing every day we do SSR

· Begin grammar skills—Mug Shots and Write Source

· Begin reading Outsiders
· Write five vocabulary words and 10 sentences per week

SEPTEMBER
· Begin current events
· Begin writing Life-Changing essay

· Grammar skills
· Journal writing every day we do SSR
· Write five vocabulary words and 10 sentences per week
· Continue reading Outsiders

OCTOBER
· Current events
· Complete Outsiders  
· Watch “Outsiders” movie
· Complete Outsiders project—One Pager
· Complete Life-changing essay
· Journal writing every day we do SSR
· Grammar skills

· Write five vocabulary words and 10 sentences per week
· Begin reading play—“A Raisin in the Sun”

NOVEMBER
· Current events
· Grammar skills

· Complete “A Raisin in the Sun”

· Work on a project associated with “A Raisin in the Sun”

· Journal writing every day we do SSR

· Write five vocabulary words and 10 sentences per week
DECEMBER
· Current events
· Grammar skills

· Journal writing every day we do SSR

· Complete “A Raisin in the Sun” project

· Watch play, “A Raisin in the Sun”—compare watching play to reading play
· Write five vocabulary words and 10 sentences per week
JANUARY

· Current events
· Grammar skills

· Begin Poetry Unit

· Work on  “Walk the Walls” and poetry terms

· Work on Poetry C.D.—Songs are “Unwritten” “Where is the Love?” “Breakaway”, and “My Wish” , print favorite poems from students, and record students reading poems

· Journal writing every day we do SSR

· Write five vocabulary words and 10 sentences per week
FEBRUARY
· Current events—2 per month

· Grammar skills

· Begin Short Story Unit

· Finish poetry C.D.

· Continue working on short story unit

· Journal writing every day we do SSR

· Write five vocabulary words and 10 sentences per week
MARCH
· Current events
· Grammar skills

· Journal writing every day we do SSR

· Finish short story unit

· Write response to literature essay for short story unit

· Write five vocabulary words and 10 sentences per week
· Begin “To Be a Slave” Unit

· Begin project with To Be a Slave—writing research paper on a slave

APRIL

· Current events
· Grammar skills

· Journal writing every day we do SSR

· Complete reading To Be a Slave
· Continue writing research paper

· Write five vocabulary words and 10 sentences per week

· Begin reading The Giver and Matched
MAY

· Current events
· Grammar skills

· Complete reading The Giver and Matched
· Journal writing every day we do SSR
· Read “Allegory of the Cave”—if we have time
· Watch “Time Machine” and “Island”
· 5 Vocabulary words per week-10 sentences
· Write compare/contrast essay on The Giver and Matched
