BOOK PROJECTS

1. Children’s story

Turn the novel you read into a children’s story by retelling the plot in a simple way with vocabulary appropriate for young readers.  Make sure your creation looks like a children’s book, complete with a hard cover, an appealing book jacket with the title and author, and colorful illustrations above and below your writing.  DO NOT use lined paper.  Make sure all writing is either typed or neatly printed.

2. Write your own scene

Write a scene that could have happened in the book you read, but it really didn’t.  Be sure to write in the same style as the author.  On a separate piece of paper, include a brief explanation of what has occurred up until this point in the novel and give a general description of the characters.  In a second paragraph, explain why you made the changes you did and how they would have affected the outcome.

3. Rewrite the ending

If you did not care for the way your book ended, here is your opportunity to change it.  Rewrite a new ending to the book you read.  Be sure to write in the style of the author.  DO NOT explain how the ending should be changed.  Write as if you were actually writing the ending.  On a separate page, describe the original ending and the changes you made; then explain why you made these changes.  Include an original copy or a Xeroxed copy of the last three pages of the novel you read.

4. Map

If the book you read involves a number of locations within a town, country, or geographical area, create a map.  First make a list of all the locations—houses, stores, streets, parks, lakes, etc.; then, mention in your book’s setting.  Draw the map showing a bird’s eye view of the area.  Label each location.  Below the map, create a legend with a list of all the locations and a description of important events that occur at each.  Make sure your map has lots of details and is colorful and large enough to be seen clearly. All writing should be done in black ink or markers. 

5. Test

Create a test for the book you read.  Include a variety of kinds of questions, such as true/false, multiple choice, matching, short answer, and essay.  Be creative, but you must have a total of 50 questions, one of which must be an essay.  Be sure to write clear directions for each section.  Attach a completed answer key, especially the essay.

6. Comic Book

Create a comic book based on the novel you read.  It should have an illustrated cover with the title and author; it must also be comic book size.  Inside, retell the story, using dialog and descriptions of setting and characters.  Put your writing into bubbles.  Create colorful illustrations that help tell the story.  You must have at least 15 different story boards.

7. Magazine

Create a magazine that depicts the major events, controversial issues, and significant themes developed in the novel you read.  Your project should realistically portray a professional magazine.  All articles in your magazine must be typed and arranged in columns.  You will need a colorful front cover with the name of your magazine, date of edition, a picture that relates to your most important article, and short descriptions of the kinds of articles featured in your magazine.  Remember, EVERYTHING in your magazine needs to be related to the novel you read.  You can have a “Dear Abby” section with letters from characters asking for advice about their problems and responses of advice, articles related to significant events in the novel, advertisements, and anything else you might find in a magazine.

8. Newspaper
Create a front page to a newspaper that is devoted entirely to the book you read.  The front page should look as much like a real newspaper as possible with writing in columns, headlines, a newspaper title, pictures, etc.  You can include a variety of different kinds of features, including horoscopes for each character, Dear Abby letters, comic strips, news articles, advertisements, personal ads, an obituary section or anything else you might find in a newspaper.  Everything you include, however, must be directly related to and included the events and characters in the book you read.  

9.
Scrapbook

Create a scrapbook for one of the main characters who reflects the many events that occur to him or her in the novel you read.  You can include photographs, letters, post cards, telegrams, a family tree, newspaper article clippings, memorable items, or anything else you can think of that you might find in a scrapbook.  If you include objects or photographs, be sure to write captions below describing what they are or what is going on and its significance to the character.  Create a nice cover for your scrapbook.  On the inside, past an information sheet identifying the full name of the character, his/her age (guess if you don’t know), birthdate (if you know), where he/she lives, and any other important information.

10.
Time Line

Brainstorm a list of all the major events in the plot from beginning to end, and then organize them, not in the order they are written, but in the order they would have happened if the events actually took place in real life.  One idea is a long strip of butcher paper, another is a book, with pages that turn into a long timeline.  On your timeline, write a short description of what happens for each event, and, if possible, try to identify the time of each event with dates, seasons (spring, fall), etc.  Add pictures and symbols to make your time line colorful and more informative.  

11. TV Talk Show

Suppose the major characters from the novel you read a guests on a TV talk show, like Oprah, Montell Williams, Dr. Phil, etc.  You are the host.  Develop a “hot” topic which these characters can all relate to (ex: for Outsiders you can have two different gangs fighting with each other, and Dr. Phil tries to straighten things out).  You may want to even include the author as one of  your guests or perhaps a counselor who can give advice to each character.  You will need people to take on the roles of the characters, since you will be the host.  You will need to describe the topic, give background information on what has been happening to these characters, introduce each character, ask probing questions, and anything else of importance to your topic.  Be sure to take questions from your audience or callers.  Include at least one commercial break, and the commercial must relate to your novel.  You are required to have a script for the teacher to follow.  You may do this live or tape it.

12. Photo Album

Seek out friends, family, teachers, and classmates.  With a camera, ask them to pose in positions and places that reveal events in the novel you read.  Then shoot!!  Make sure your pictures are not just of people smiling and saying, “cheese”.  Your pictures need to reveal EVENTS that occur in the novel.  Use small props and costumes in your pictures to help identify who each character is and what is going on.  Try to choose models who resemble the characters.

Once you have your pictures, arrange them in a photo album in the order the events occur in the book.  Below each, write a caption that explains who the people are, what is going on, and, if possible, the approximate date.  Write the captions from the point of view of one of the main characters.  On the inside, glue an information sheet identifying the name of the character, his/her age, birth date, where he/she lives, and other important information about this person.

13. Tour

Imagine that you have been given the task of conducting a tour of the town or city in the book you read.  Make either a video or CD describing the homes of the characters and places where important events in the book took place.  Plan to include brief chats with the novel’s characters along the way.  Fill your audience in with any local rumors, town gossip, interesting places, and any other interesting tidbits about the people that live there.  Prepare by creating a script.  Turn the script in along with your video or CD.

14. Movie Trailer

The book you have read has just been made into a movie, and you have been hired to create an interesting, attention-getting preview that will make movie goers all across the country want to come see this new movie.  Prepare a script, practice, and then video the short scenes to be used for a preview.  Remember previews should not reveal whole scenes, but instead, give us quick glimpses of what the movie is about.  Use an attention-getter at the beginning of your trainer by having a narrator ask a question, describe a situation, etc.  Add appropriate background music, which fits the mood or atmosphere of the movie.  Be sure to videotape an interesting visual design of the title and mention the actors and actresses who star in this feature film.  Turn your script in with this project.

15. Model of the setting

If the place where the story takes place is a significant part of the story, create a model of the setting.  Create your model in either a large box, on a piece of cardboard, or piece of wood.  Be sure to make it as realistic as possible.  Include a lot of detail in your model, which should demonstrate events that occur in the novel you read.  You may also want to include characters from your novel on the mode you create.  Label each place.  On a separate piece of paper, write at least 2 paragraphs describing the setting and its significance to the novel.

16. Storytelling

Turn the novel you read into an oral story, which you tape either on a cassette or on a CD.  DO NOT read straight from the novel, but instead, retell the story in your own words.  On your tape, before you actually begin your story, introduce the title and the author.  Be sure to use appropriate tone and volume, as well as sound effects, to help make your story more exciting.  You might even want to use music.  Develop a different voice for each of the characters who “Speak” in your story (for example, use a female voice when speaking a female character’s line).  You will obviously have to skip parts of the story because the novel is long, and your story should be about 10-15 minutes long.  Create a script and turn it in.

17. Diary

Choose one main character from the novel you read and create a diary from his/her point of view that reveals all the major events in his/her life, as well as this character’s feelings about these evens, including his/her hopes, dreams, problems, concerns, and frustrations.  Fill the diary with entries spread out over the entire period of time from the beginning of the novel to the end.  Begin with “Dear Diary”, and write from the first person point of view.  For each entry, if possible, write a date and add a picture, doodle, or other writing the character might have added in the diary.  If there are no dates in the book, make them up to look as if there were dates (like two months after a character’s mom died could be written “Two months later”).  On the first page, include an information sheet identifying the full name of the character, his/her age, birth date, where he/she lives, and any other important information.

