Approaches to Learning
“Every child deserves a chance to learn and no child succeeds alone.”  This is a motto I hear from the California Teacher’s Association and one that is true.  Some students really do need some extra help and a new approach to their learning to help them become and/or remain successful students.  

The following is an excerpt from the Language A- IBMYP Subject Area Guide and serves as a description of what ATL is all about:
“Approaches to Learning

Through approaches to learning students learn the fundamentals of planning,

organizing and presenting information by using oral and written language effectively,

reading for a variety of purposes, and working independently and cooperatively to

achieve a goal. Reflection upon various stages of work is also very important as the

students work through the five years of the programme.

Many of the skills and attitudes learned and encountered through approaches to

learning should be transferable across the subject groups.

ATL provides students with opportunities to become active learners, efficient

test takers, effective time managers, excellent organizers, competent researchers and

skillful communicators. Among other skills, students may learn to:

􀁹develop good study habits

􀁹present work neatly and effectively

􀁹become active listeners

􀁹be aware of different types of language

􀁹read and interpret a variety of texts critically

􀁹take notes in class and from written texts

􀁹analyse and talk and/or write about texts that have been viewed, for example, live

theatre and film

􀁹ask and answer pertinent questions

􀁹write in a variety of forms

􀁹improve vocabulary

􀁹conduct simple and advanced research, presenting research findings orally and in

writing

􀁹use a library and information technology effectively

􀁹reflect critically on their own work and that of their peers

􀁹set goals and solve problems

􀁹develop interpersonal skills.”

The description above is exactly what we would/could work on with students in an “Approaches to Learning” class.
Since last year, I have been working with other MYP Coordinators in San Diego.  I went to observe an “Approaches to Learning” class at Roosevelt Middle School down by the San Diego Zoo and really liked what I saw.  

· Their ATL class is offered to 7th and 8th graders.  They are also on an 8 period schedule.  The ATL class is a regular class and the teacher is part of their Interdisciplinary Team.  She has the same period free to collaborate with the other 4 teachers of core subjects for the same group of students.

· The teachers blend a bunch of best practices together – There is no set curriculum, but the teachers tend to be Literacy Specialists so they could Language support as well.  Much of what is done in the class looks like what you would find in an AVID classroom.

· The class is very flexible so that adjustments can be easily made to fit the interests and needs of the specific students in the class. = VERY student centered and student focused.  

· Most of the teachers of this class had some AVID training and many had Elem. Backgrounds/multiple subject credentials.
· The school has a partnership with San Diego State to help prepare students for their future and to help them think about the steps to take and how to plan 

· The students at times rotate around the room in clusters / centers.

· They have stations with the Carnegie Learning Program for Math on the computer so they can work at their own pace… (we have similar programs available here)
· They also have Accelerated Reader

· They also have Independent. Silent reading – but they spend a lot of time finding out what level the students are reading at so that students can read a book that is the “best fit”

· Students also have writing assignments

· Students do team and community building

· Test Prep (especially for English and Math)

· Portfolio – especially in helping to reflect and make connections between coursework/assignments with the IB

· 1 on 1 time with teacher for individual attention

** Since the teacher is part of the core interdisciplinary team / house – he/she is able to create activities and assignments that are directly supporting the students in their other classes.  For Example:  If the students are reading about the Civil War in their history class from the perspective of the North, the ATL teacher might have the students read the history from the southern perspective.  In doing this she is helping the students with Reading Strategies and note-taking strategies, critical thinking, etc.
****** This collaboration is ABSOLUTELY required for the class to be successful!!!!
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