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FAQ 6th 7th & 8th grade German
Frau Paliotti
My child says that they turned in an assignment, but it is showing up in the parent portal as missing – how do I know which is right?  The parent portal is an excellent tool for showing student grades, but there is always the possibility that there is a mistake.  When students turn work in, they will receive a stamp on the assignment.  If the assignment missing in the portal is in your child’s binder with a stamp on it, have them show me the paper in class again.  It is a simple mistake.  If the assignment does not have a stamp on it, it means that the assignment is late, and your child has not yet turned it in.  They should turn it in the next day to receive late credit, or full credit if they were absent for the assignment.  Homework is for practice and we review it at the beginning of the next class.  Students should correct their work and show it to me – no assignments should have a 0% in the portal!
What is the difference between the class website and parent portal?  The class website has a calendar that shows when assignments are due, quizzes are scheduled, etc.  The class website contains downloads of items that can be printed and there are also numerous links to online games and other websites to help with the specific material that we are learning.  The website is updated daily.  The parent portal shows the assignments that have been entered into the grade book and the overall grade for the class.  The parent portal is updated as assignments are graded.
My child is having trouble remembering to turn in daily assignments.  Is there a way to check if assignments have been turned in before the parent portal is updated?  Please feel free to e-mail me any time for an update.  I will be happy to let you know if recent assignments are turned in, although I won’t know the current grade in the class until the portal is updated.  (You may also check their binder to find recent homework assignments listed on the website…check to see if they have been stamped to show that it has been turned in.)
How can I help my child organize their German binder?  There are 5 dividers in your student’s binder for German class. (The binder can be for more than just German, but 5 dividers should be dedicated to just German.)  The sections are:  Vocabulary/Vokabeln, Grammar/Grammatik, Homework/Projects/Hausaufgaben, in class work/Klassenarbeit, and important papers/Wichtige Papiere.  This helps students stay organized, and makes vocabulary lists easy to find when needed.  There will be times when they can clean out the Homework/Projects, in class work, and other important papers, which helps keep their binders from becoming overwhelming.  We also keep some projects and assessments in a file in our classroom to help us build our portfolio.
Hilfe!  I don’t know German.  How can I help my child when they are confused on an assignment?  Every assignment in class depends on the current vocabulary list and any grammar notes taken so that is a great place to start.  Please email me if you have any questions.  Please discourage your child from using an online translator.  They are not only cheating (it is not their own German work,) but they don’t work very well and the work ends up with a low score due to mistakes.

Tuesdays in AGSEM 3 3:05-4:15!
I will be available in AGSEM3 on Tuesdays after school.  Each week we alternate between German Club and Tutoring/Community Service.  On a German Club week, we sing, play, watch movies in German, etc. The next week is dedicated to tutoring, extra help or an opportunity to earn some of their community service hours by either helping in the classroom or by tutoring their peers.  
What is the best way to contact Frau Paliotti?
paliottime@guajome.net 

E-mail is the best way to contact me, although you may also send a note with your child or leave a message at the school for me (760) 631-8500.
Tips for Studying a Foreign Language

Guajome Park Academy – Language B Department

Though many students may feel they have a mental block or even lack the aptitude for learning foreign languages, they can learn a second language IF they are willing to put in the necessary time! Here are some practical suggestions for studying effectively, overcoming anxiety, and learning the grammar and skills necessary for success in foreign language classes.  

1. STUDY EVERY DAY. A foreign language class is different from your other classes.  Learning is cumulative, meaning you continually use what you have learned previously as you progress.  In order to do this, 15 minutes of daily study is essential to memorizing new vocabulary and concepts.  If you can't devote 15 minutes a day every day, at least study for 15 minutes on the days that you do not have Spanish or German class.  When you study, you should study new vocabulary and grammatical concepts as well as review old material.  See you teacher's web site for online links to practice materials, and don't forget to review those flash cards you made for homework!
2. ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN CLASS WITHOUT FAIL. Class time is your primary opportunity for practice. Review the grammar and vocabulary outside of class in order to make the most of class time. Spend a few minutes "warming up" before each class by speaking or reading the language. 
3. STAY ORGANIZED.  It is especially important to keep your materials organized well.  Without a textbook to bring home, you still need access to vocabulary lists and notes to complete homework and projects. (So NEVER throw your notes into your backpack directly – make sure to file them in your binder under the appropriate heading!

4. USE YOUR AGENDA.  It is important to write all deadlines into your agenda before you leave class.  It is also useful to do the assignment on the day it is assigned, which gives you extra time to ask your teacher for help if needed.
5. DO ALL HOMEWORK AND PROJECTS. The assigned homework and projects are meant to help you memorize, practice and learn the new material.  (You should do 2-3 assignments on a normal week.) 
6. PRACTICE FOR TESTS by doing what you will have to do on the test. If the test will require you to write, then study by writing — including spelling and accents. If you will be asked to listen, then practice listening.  If you must speak, then speak with a family member or friend.

7. DEVELOP A GOOD ATTITUDE. Have a clear personal reason for taking the class. Set personal goals for what you want to learn. Leave perfectionism at the door; give yourself permission to make mistakes and learn from them. 

8. GET HELP IF YOU NEED IT. Talk with your teacher to schedule a time for personal help. Form study groups among class members.  Don't wait!
9. COME ON TUESDAYS AFTER SCHOOL!  Come for German Club and/or tutoring/community service in AGSEM 3!

10. USE YOUR TEACHER'S WEBSITE.  They can be found at:  www.guajome.net  Then click on "staff" and then click on the name of your student’s foreign language teacher.

(((        Deutsch macht Spaβ!!! German is fun!      (((
